
 

 

 

11th September 2013 

 

 

 

Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s) 

 

Computing - a new subject - Replacing ICT 

 

ICT was introduced into the school curriculum to help students better understand and embrace 

the Information Communication Technology revolution that has changed the way we 

communicate in society. A student passing his/her exams in Billingham can have the results 

shared to family and friends around the world in seconds. This has provided numerous 

opportunities to break down traditional boundaries in our society, forming what we now know as 

the cloud. 

  

More recently large companies such as Google, Microsoft and Apple have recognised the great 

British heritage of Computer Science is at risk in the UK, since this is no longer taught in schools. 

Indeed, Google say that eight out of ten of their Computer Scientists only chose this career 

because they were inspired at school.  It is with this in mind that the government has discontinued 

ICT and will be introducing KS3 Computing from September 2014 to ensure future Computer 

Scientists are inspired. The subject will also provide all students with opportunities to understand 

at a deeper level what goes on underneath “the bonnet” of a computer. 

  

St. Michael’s will start to deliver this subject a year early at KS3 from September 2013, providing 

students with many opportunities, such as: writing real computer programs; implementing 

Boolean logic; understanding the basics of computer hardware, networks and processors. A 

student will be able to look at an iPod, smartphone or computer and have a better appreciation of 

what is going on inside the device to make it do what it does. 

 

A new robotics club will be set up in November 2013 for those students who want to try and make 

a robot do something useful. This is a very exciting opportunity for students to appreciate how 

wonderful human beings really are by trying to get a robot do a simple task. Students will video 

their experiences, down a path of discovery, where they may find talents they did not know they 

had. 

 

As Computing is a new subject in schools we need to determine what students know, so we can 

help them make progress down this new and exciting journey towards their targets. Some 

students may already have a keen interest in this subject, so we need to make sure we stretch 

these students even further. To find out what your child can do in Computing we need to ask your 

child a number of questions to determine their level so we can set them off on their journey. 

 



Most students’ current Computing level will be lower than the current level in ICT. This will be 

normal and in no way reflects the potential your child will have in this new subject. With this in 

mind, the school will introduce into Computing this year a system, built by the school, to 

individualise learning through an online progress book that will contain video support at each step 

to maximise progress. This progress book will be available for you to peruse, using the Internet, 

in the comfort of your home. If for any reason you do not have access to the Internet, your child 

will be able to bring home a paper version at different points during the year. 

 

If you have any questions about any aspect of this letter I would be very happy to answer your 

queries. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr D. Kelly 

Head of E-Learning 

 

 


