
 
 
 
 
2nd December 2015 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I trust this finds you well. 
 
This has been a very full and successful term for the Academy and I hope very much that you 
and your son/daughter feels supported and nurtured.  We continue to make strides in 
attaining academic excellence and best outcomes for our students, of whom I am so proud. 
 
There are a number of items for your attention alongside dates for your diary: 
 
End of Term Arrangements 
Our arrangements for the celebration of Christmas this year are: 

 Christmas Dinner will be held on Thursday 10th December at lunchtime, if you wish 
your child to have Christmas Dinner but he/she does not normally eat school dinners, 
then you can pay £2.15 for a set menu (a main course and pudding) 

 Christmas Carol Service & Concert is being held on Tuesday 15th December at 6.30pm.  
This is held in the Academy Hall and will be a beautiful occasion, please do support 
this event.  There will be an interval serving festive treats!  Tickets are free with 
donations of up to £2 welcome to raise money for the NSPCC 

 Wednesday 16th December non uniform day with a festive dress code 

 Friday 18th December the Academy day will end at 12.30pm, following a Christmas 
Liturgy for students.  Students receiving free school meals will be able to access lunch 
during breaktime. 

 
Fundraising for the new Chapel 
A huge thank you to students, parents/carers and parishioners for such a wonderfully 
generous response to our fundraising to build a Chapel in the new Academy.  Over £30,000 
was raised through a series of events and, in particular, a number of generous donations from 
individual parishioners and parents.  We are deeply grateful and appreciative of the 
dedication of so many in our Catholic and wider community.  Thank you so very much.  We 
have now closed all fundraising for the Chapel as we have received additional monies to assist 
in building works and accordingly we have reached our target of £90,000.  I would like to 
extend my particular thanks to Pat Chambers, Chair of the PTA, and Father Butters for their 
devoted support. 
 
Meeting Tutors & Student Work Evening 
We are committed to our partnership with you and alongside the information you receive we 
hold the ‘traditional’ Parents’ Evening where you meet with each subject teacher. I am aware 
that the spacing of time between these evenings can be lengthy and we propose to hold a 
Tutors & Books evening where you can meet with your son/daughter’s form tutor and look at 



their exercise books. This will be held on Tuesday, 26th January from 4.00pm till 6.00pm for 
all year groups.  
 
Moving into the New Academy 
The ‘handover’ date when we are given access to the New Academy is Monday 11th April 
2016.  Until this date the New Academy cannot be accessed by any staff and it remains the 
property of the Department for Education.  Clearly, moving into the New Academy is a major 
project.  Having met with the relevant authorities, and keeping in mind Year 11 must be our 
priority in the preparations for their GCSEs I propose the following timeline for moving. 
 

 Wednesday 23rd March 2016: End of Term for students at 3.25pm 

 Thursday 24th March: No students, staff will be in school packing 

 Easter Holiday dates as previously published 

 Monday 11th April 2016: the Academy handover: No students 

 Tuesday 12th April 2016: Year 11 students only from 11am onwards. 

 Wednesday 13th – Friday 15th April 2016: Year 11, normal day. 

 Friday 15th April 2016: Year 10 are completing Science exams in school 

 Monday 18th April 2016: All students to attend. 
 
Please see the table below which summarises the above arrangements. Please note that 
students not in school will be provided with work to be completed at home for each day 
of absence. 
 
I am acutely aware that this may be disruptive to your lives. Please contact the Pastoral 
Learning Manager for your child if these arrangements present a significant concern. 
 
Moving to the New Academy Summary 
 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

23 March      

24 March x x x x x 

11 April x x x x x 

12 April x x x x  (from 11am) 

13 April x x x x  

14 April x x x x  

15 April x x x x (*)  

18 April      

 
(*) Year 10 students taking Science terminal exams will be invited into the Academy on 15th 
April  
 
New Academy Tours 
The Academy will be open on Saturday 23rd April 2016 for parents and carers to view our 
new building from 9am to 12 noon.  I look forward to warmly welcoming you to our new 
home!  There will be an official opening date which will be advised to you in writing. 
 



Thank you for your continued support.  Despite the amount of physical change ahead in 
2016, the best outcomes for our students will remain our focus and I appreciate your 
patience with regard to the above dates.  I am always available to meet with parents and 
feel free to contact me on aramsey@stmichaelsacademy.org.uk   
 
I will be writing to you again in the final week of this term. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Ramsey 
Headteacher 

mailto:aramsey@stmichaelsacademy.org.uk

