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February 2021 
 
To all Year 9 Students 
 

Making good choices is an important skill to learn.  

You have come to a point in your education where you have a choice to make that may lead you towards a 
future career. It is important to take care with this choice and make sure you have considered all the 
information that is presented to you so that you can make a good decision. 

At St. Michael's we are offering you the choice of three subjects which you will add to the six that are 
compulsory. This will give everyone a strong and broad base of the core subjects while also allowing you the 
flexibility to decide on the subjects that you enjoy and that will equip you to move onto your chosen path 
after year 11. 

We offer an exciting variety of courses for you to choose from including creative arts, film studies, drama, 
sports, science, computer science, humanities, languages, music, technology and practical BTECs. 

Take some time to consider all the advice and listen to your teachers and family. At St. Michael's we want 
you to enjoy your GCSE courses and ensure you are well prepared for the future. Therefore, you should make 
choices that will give you the chance to succeed while also enjoying your learning and given you the best 
possible chances for a great career. 

 

This is an exciting time for you all. Enjoy the experience and choose wisely. 

 

 

 

Mrs. Helen Keough 

 
Headteacher 
 



 

 
 

 
Studying at Key Stage 4 
 
All students will study the Core subjects. These are subjects that every student across the country must 
study. These give you a broad basis for your education and ensure that you have the minimum qualifications 
for the majority of college courses and employment opportunities. At. St. Michael's, as a Catholic Academy, 
we also have Religious Education as part of the core curriculum. 
 
 Core Curriculum: 

• Religious Education (one GCSE) 
• English Language (one GCSE) 
• English Literature (one GCSE) 
• Mathematics (one GCSE) 
• Science (two GCSEs) 

 
In addition to these six GCSEs you will have three further choices. 
 

• We ask all students to choose between history and geography as a choice of humanity. 
 

• For students that are considering the English Baccalaureate * (EBacc), a language must also be 
chosen, and we offer French and Spanish. 

 
• We offer a choice of five different BTECs which are equivalent to GCSEs. 

 
 We ask all students to state a reserve choice in the unlikely situation that one of their choices is unavailable. 
 
 
*English Baccalaureate 
 

The English Baccalaureate – though not a qualification in itself – is a measure of success in core academic 

subjects; specifically, English, mathematics, history or geography, the sciences and a language. 

Typically, students that are planning to attend university will often have the full set of English Baccalaureate 

subjects. 

 
 
 

  



 

 
 

 
At St Michael’s Catholic Academy, we want all our students to be able to achieve a ’bright future’ in other 
words, to have the opportunities they need to reach their true potential.                                                    

 
Taking your Option choices is an important first step in this 
process. By gathering as much information as possible 
from teachers, parents and subject specialists, you will be 
able to make some good choices. In PSHE this term we 
have been looking at Careers education and considering 
the possibilities open to you all for the future. 

 

 

It is therefore particularly important that as Options Evening approaches, every one of you is well informed 
and clear about the choices available. 

We started this journey in Year 8 when we gathered in the Assembly Hall and started to look forward to 
GCSEs. We talked about the importance of forging good habits, being resilient and working hard.  

The year group have really stepped up and faced the challenges of Covid and lockdown; having to work both 
in school and from home and having to be increasingly skilled at independent learning. You are continuing 
to embed those good habits and Miss Chan and I, are extremely proud of the effort you have all shown.  

We are both excited to see what this Year group can do in their GCSE’s and we have really high expectations 
because we have seen how brilliant and talented you all are in your own ways.  

 

 

 

 
 
Andrew Briggs                                                                 Emily Chan 
Pastoral Learning Manager Year 9                             Assistant Pastoral Learning Manager Year 9 
 
 
 
  

Message from the Pastoral Learning Manager 



 

 
 

 
Options - Your Next Steps 
 
Choosing your options is your first chance to influence your educational future. Until now, someone else has 
made such decisions about the school you attend and the subjects you study. This is your chance to choose 
the subjects to study that will best help you to achieve your chosen career. 
 
With such an important decision, it is crucial that you do the following: 
 
Take your time and carefully consider your choices - you owe it to yourself to give serious thought to your 
choice of options. Talk to the following key people before making your final decision: your subject teachers, 
form tutor, Pastoral Learning Manager and of course your parents/carers. 
 
At this point, in Year 9, you may not know or be certain what your career next steps are and it would be 
sensible to make sure you choose a broad range of subjects. However, some universities and careers do 
demand certain subjects. It is important to research and consider your choices carefully in order to make a 
fully informed decision. 
 
To help with this, you can browse careers guidance websites called https://www.careersbox.co.uk/ , 
http://icould.com/  and https://www.unifrog.org/ .  You are also looking at Careers as your current topic in 
PSHE lessons – these could be helpful. If you feel you need further careers advice, please contact Miss 
Anderson (Science) or Miss Leighton (PE) and they will be happy to help. 
 
How to choose your options 
 
Follow the “Steps to Success” on the next page. Give all your subject areas careful consideration before you 
make your choice. This is your future you are investing in. 
 

• Consider all the subjects you are good at and the ones you like. This is not always as easy as it seems. 
Subjects will become increasingly more difficult and you need to be confident that you can achieve 
your potential. 

• It is good to have a balanced timetable with opportunities for academic and practical work. 
• Do not choose subjects because your friends are doing them, or you have a favourite teacher. There 

is no guarantee who will teach you or who your classmates will be. 
• Do not drop a subject only because “you don’t like it”; that subject may be important for your future. 
• Do not assume that certain subjects are needed for certain careers; do your research and check the 

most up to date information. 
 
Remember, your education is not only about your future career. By studying a wide range of subjects, you 
will learn new skills, gain new knowledge and understanding, which will shape you as a person and support 
you in leading a full and happy life. 
 

 

Advice on choosing your Options 

https://www.careersbox.co.uk/
http://icould.com/
https://www.unifrog.org/


 

 
 
 

 

Steps to Success 



 

1 
 

 

English Language 

AQA GCSE English Language 

Syllabus Code 8700 
QAN 601/4292/3 

 
Why study English Language? 
GCSE English Language studies is designed to develop your ability to decode and interpret information, 
identify and explain techniques in a piece of writing, as well as develop your own writing abilities. 
 
Course outline 
You will be familiar with many of the activities on this course but you will be expected to respond to more 
challenging materials throughout Years 10 and 11. 
 
English Language involves decoding, summarising and evaluating the use of words and structure across 
fictional extracts and non-fiction texts. You will need to show that you can write about the effects of language 
in assisting a writer in creating effects in a piece of writing. You will also develop the skills to adapt your 
writing style to cope and tailor your ideas to a variety of different audiences. 
A final component of the course is also the development of your speaking and listening skills. Your ability to 
present ideas and arguments verbally, and in a detailed and sophisticated manner. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
GCSE Language is a linear course. At the end of this course you will be expected to sit 2 examinations. 
Everyone on the course sits the same examinations. 
 
Examinations are as follows: 
 

• Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing – 50% of the course: Duration 1 hour 45 
minutes 

• Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives – 50% of the course: Duration 1 hour 45 minutes. 
 
Throughout the course there will be various opportunities in class to practice exam style questions and 
develop the skills needed to succeed in your final exams. 
 
Compulsory Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language  
Candidates present, respond to questions and feedback whilst demonstrating the use of Standard English. 
This unit is assessed by the class teacher throughout the course.  

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
You need English skills in reading, writing and speaking to cope with the demands of modern life and a 
qualification in English is needed for almost all further education courses and most jobs. It is a subject 
which opens doors, helping you to achieve any ambition you may have and enabling you to play your 
full part in society. What is more, the GCSE course offers you the chance to cultivate habits, which will 
hopefully be a source of pleasure and recreation for the rest of your life. Make the most of the chances 
offered! 
 



 

2 
 

 

English Literature 

AQA GCSE English Literature 

Syllabus Code 8702 
QAN 601/4447/6 

 
Why study English Literature? 
English Literature gives you the opportunity to consider the ways in which our world is shaped and influenced 
by the power of words. Poems, books and plays not only offer us a chance to escape from our hectic lives, 
but also offer an insight into the lives of those who have taken the time to transfer their thoughts to paper. 
Throughout this course you will develop your ability to understand and decode meaning within a literary 
text. You will develop your powers of perception and develop your reading, writing and speaking skills whilst 
gaining one of your two GCSEs in English. 
 

Course outline 
During the course, you will study the following texts: 

• One modern play. 
• One Shakespeare play. 
• One Nineteenth-Century Novel. 
• A selection of 15 poems selected from the AQA Poetry Anthology. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
GCSE Literature is a linear course. At the end of this course you will be expected to sit 2 examinations. 
Everyone on the course sits the same examination. 
Examinations are as follows: 
 

• Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th century novel – 40% of total GCSE. (1 hour 45 minutes) 
• Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry – 60% of total GCSE. (2 hours and 15 minutes) 

 
These will be closed book examinations. (This means that you will not be allowed to take any notes or 
copies of the texts that you have studied into the exam.) 
Throughout the course there will be various opportunities in class to practice exam style questions and 
develop the skills needed to succeed in your final exams. 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
A GCSE in English Literature means more than just being a bookworm. Your studies in English Literature 
allow you to develop your perceptive abilities and your ability to evaluate and interpret information. 
Obvious careers can include working within the publishing industry and producing magazines, articles 
or even the next best-seller. Digital publishing is another ever-growing market and you could find 
yourself producing websites, e-books and news sites. These examples can apply to English Language as 
well! You may even consider a career in teaching, advertising, marketing, PR, administration, law and 
these are just some of the careers which can link into English. As a versatile subject the possibilities are 
almost endless. 
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Mathematics 

Edexcel GCSE Mathematics 
Syllabus Code 1MA1 

QAN 601/4700/3 

 
Why study Mathematics? 
A pass at GCSE Mathematics is an essential qualification in order to prepare you for life after school, 
whether this be further studies at college, an apprenticeship or into the world of work. It shows future 
employers that you are able to reason and solve problems in a variety of contexts. 

Course outline 
The aims and objectives of GCSE Mathematics are to enable students to: 

• Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts 
• Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems 
• Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions 
• Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and context 

Mathematics GCSE will assess content covered in the following areas 

• Number 
• Algebra 
• Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change 
• Geometry and Measures 
• Probability 
• Statistics 

 How will I be assessed? 
Students will sit either the Higher or the Foundation Mathematics GCSE. 
Higher tier – students can achieve grades 4 – 9     Foundation tier – students can achieve grades 1 – 5 
For both tiers students will sit three papers. 
Paper 1  - No calculator allowed – 1 hour 30 minutes 
Paper 2  - Calculator allowed – 1 hour 30 minutes 
Paper 3  - Calculator allowed – 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
Almost every job involves mathematics to some extent, though the type of maths used can vary from 
basic calculations and measurements to more complex algebra and statistics. 

For those students who wish to use their mathematical knowledge and skills to a greater extent 
careers could include banking, a financial planner, engineering, market research, accounting, data 
analyst, meteorologist, insurance, logistics and actuary. 
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Science 

 
WJEC Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies 

Syllabus Code 8271 

QAN 601/8361/5 

 
Why study Religious Studies? 
Catholic schools exist to provide a Catholic education and a life based on Gospel 
values. It is because of this that Religious Studies has been described as “the 
core of the core curriculum” and something which should occupy pride of place 
in our Academy. In this subject, students will be able to explore a variety of 
philosophical concepts, theological arguments and controversial ethical dilemmas.   

Course outline 
The new GCSE in Religious Studies includes three components, each component contains two modules: 
Judaism includes beliefs and teachings and practices; Foundational Catholic Theology includes Origins and 
Meaning and Good and Evil; Applied Catholic Theology includes Life and Death and Sin and Forgiveness. 
Students will be required to gain confidence in using key vocabulary and will also be asked to think of a 
range of opinions and be able to evaluate and come to justified conclusions.   

 How will I be assessed? 
The assessment will be based upon the candidate’s performance in linear examinations at the end of Year 
11. There will be three examinations for each of the components. The GCSE will comprise of three 
examinations. Students take all exams at the end of Year 11. Within each exam there are two sections: 
Judaism - Beliefs and Teachings and Practices, Foundation Catholic Theology - Origins and Meanings and 
Good and Evil, Applied Catholic Theology - Life and Death and Sin and Forgiveness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
A qualification in Religious Studies is desirable for careers in medicine, teaching, social work, 
publishing, journalism, nursing and the religious life. Banks, broadcasters, the police force and the 
Law Society also recognise the positive benefits of such a wide-reaching subject. Religious Studies 
encourages particular skills of listening, understanding, communicating and the ability to form and 
express a personal opinion. It gives an insight into human nature, how people relate to each other 
and it helps them to develop human concern and tolerance for others.  
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Science 

 
AQA ‘Trilogy’ Combined Science (2 GCSEs) 

Syllabus Code 8642 
QAN 601/8758//x 

 
AQA Separate Science (3 GCSEs – 1 option choice) 
Syllabus Codes – Biology 8461, Chemistry 8642, Physics 8463 
QAN - Biology 601/8752/9, Chemistry 601/8757/8, Physics 601/8751/7 

 
Why study Science? 
Students who do not choose Separate Science as one of their options will follow the Combined Science 
course, leading to the award of two GCSE grades.  

Students who wish to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate subjects and gain three science 
GCSEs, have the opportunity to do so. In order to do this, science must be taken as one of your options.  

All students study science as a core subject with 10 lessons per two-week cycle (split generally into 4 
Biology, 3 Chemistry and 3 Physics lessons). Students who choose Separate Science as part of the options 
process will have 15 lessons per two-week cycle (5 Biology, 5 Chemistry and 5 Physics). 

Choosing the separate sciences gives students a much greater breadth of study in science and is strongly 
recommended for any student with an interest in doing science at post-16 level, however, it is not 
essential. Due to the demanding nature of the courses, students wishing to take Separate Science should 
achieve at least a grade 5 at the end of Year 9. 

Course outline 
(Italics indicate the extra areas within each topic that are studied only by those students who take Separate 
Science as an option.) 

Biology 
Cell biology (culturing microorganisms)  
Principles of organisation 
Infection and response (monoclonal antibodies; plant diseases)  
Bioenergetics 
Homeostasis and response (the eye; the brain; thermoregulation; plant hormones; osmoregulation) 
Inheritance, variation and evolution (types of reproduction; DNA structure; cloning; Darwinian evolution; 
Mendelian genetics) 
Ecology (decomposition; impact of environmental change; trophic levels; food production)  
 
Chemistry 
Atomic structure & the periodic table (properties of transition metals)  
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter (size and properties; nanoparticles)  
Quantitative chemistry (yield and atom economy; molar solutions; moles of gases)  
Chemical changes (titrations)  
Energy changes (chemical cells and fuel cells)  
The rate and extent of chemical change  
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Science 

 
Organic chemistry (alkenes and alcohols; polymers)  
Chemical analysis (ion testing)  
Chemistry of the atmosphere  
Using resources (using materials; the Haber process)  
 
Physics 
Energy  
Electricity (static electricity)  
Particle model of matter (pressure in gases)  
Atomic structure (radiation hazards; nuclear fission and fusion)  
Forces (moments, levers & gears; pressure in fluids)  
Waves (sound waves; waves for detection and exploration; lenses; light; black body radiation)  
Magnetism and electromagnetism (loudspeakers; induced potential; transformers; the National Grid) 
Space physics 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Assessment is all done by terminal examination at the end of Y11. The exams include multiple choice, short 
answer and extended response questions. All students will have two exams in each science subject (i.e. six 
in total). 
 
Combined Science: 6 papers, 1hr 15 minutes each 
Separate Science: 6 papers, 1hr 45 minutes each 
 
Students will sit either the Higher or the Foundation tiered GCSE examination papers. 
Higher tier: students can achieve grades 4 – 9   
Foundation tier: students can achieve grades 1 – 5 
 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
The sciences are very useful general qualifications as they develop the skills of planning, evidence 
gathering, analysis and critical thinking. Because of this, as well as obvious careers and higher 
education courses such as all areas of medicine, engineering, pharmaceuticals, etc. The sciences are 
also regarded favorably for entry into other fields, such as law. Science can also provide essential 
background knowledge and skills required for many apprenticeships. 
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Art 

 

AQA GSCE Art, Design and Craft  
 
 
Syllabus Code 8201   
QAN 601/8088/2  
 

Why study Art?  
This course is ideal for students who are interested and are enthusiastic about Art and Design. This course 
offers them the chance to gain the knowledge and skills in an immense variety of areas within the art and 
design spectrum. Students will be able to express themselves as well as gaining vital skills that will allow 
them to progress into creative fields of employment or further studies. The students may have opportunities 
to work alongside practising artists, designers and craftspeople to complete different projects.   
  
Course outline  
The GCSE Art and Design course covers a variety of different skills and techniques within various areas of art 
and design:   

• 2D: Drawing, Painting, Printmaking, Graphics, Fashion Illustration, Canvases and 
Photography   

• 3D: Wire jewellery, Ceramics, Sculptures, Masks, Set designs and models, Animation, Textile 
wall hangings, Costumes/Fashion garments.  

 
Students complete individual projects that are based on a theme or concept in which the student has been 
inspired. They will investigate different skills, techniques and processes, underpinning all their work with 
various artists and cultural references.   

 
 
 
 

How will I be assessed?   
Students complete two components:    
Component 1: A Portfolio of Work (Controlled Assessment) 60% overall Grade   
Component 2: A controlled Assignment (Exam) 40% overall Grade    
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Design – Graphic Communication 

WJEC Eduqas GCSE Graphic Communication 
 
Syllabus Code C654QS 
QAN 601/8087/0 
 
 
Why study Graphic Communication? 
 
Students undertaking the graphic design course will enjoy demonstrating knowledge, skills and 
understanding within the following areas of study: Advertising, Communication graphics, Design for print, 
Illustration, Multi-media, Package design, Signage, Typography. Students need to have an aptitude for 2D 
Design whilst demonstrating both artistic flair and imagination. 
 

Course outline 
Work will not be limited to one area of study and students will be required to demonstrate the ability to work creatively 
with processes and techniques appropriate to their chosen area. Outcomes may be two or three dimensional, taking 
the form of posters, brochures, flyers, T-shirts, CD/DVD sleeves, book covers, magazine spreads, calendars, stamps, 
packaging, publicity materials, vehicle livery, billboards, advertising, logos, branding, corporate identity, three-
dimensional point-of-sale and exhibition design.  

 
                                     

 
 
 
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Component 1: Portfolio    60% of qualification: 120 marks  

Component 2: Externally set assignment    40% of qualification: 80 marks 

Part 1: Preparatory study period  

Part 2: 10 hour period of sustained focus work 

What progression and career opportunities are available? Learners who achieve this V Cert 
(Vocational Certificate) qualification could progress onto Level 3 Qualifications and  A Levels, such as  

Level 3 Applied general certificate in Art and Design 

A level Design and Technology 

Apprenticeships in Graphic Design or Computer Aided Design 
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Design – Textiles Design 

 

WJEC Eduqas GCSE Textiles Design 

Syllabus Code C653QS 
QAN 601/8087/0 
 
Why study Textiles? 

This course concentrates on the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, 
stitched or printed fabrics and involves an understanding of fibres, yarns and fabrics. It is a 
creative subject which will allow students to explore a range of decorative textile 
techniques applying them to a fashion product. Students will also undertake independent 
research into textile artists and fashion designers.  

 

 

Course outline 
Students undertaking the textile design course are required to demonstrate their knowledge and skills 
within a number of different areas of study relevant to their chosen title.  

Areas of study include: Constructed textiles, digital textiles, dyed fabrics, printed fabrics, fashion design, 
soft furnishings, stitched and/or embellished textiles.  

Work is not limited to one area of study. Students should demonstrate the 
ability to work creatively with a range of techniques appropriate to the chosen 
areas of study such as: weaving, surface printing (block, screen or digital), 
pattern making, pattern cutting, embroidery (machine or hand), knitting, 
batik, soft sculpture, beading, felting, construction, appliqué and collage etc.  

 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Component 1: Portfolio    60% of qualification: 120 marks  

Component 2: Externally set assignment    40% of qualification: 80 
marks 

Part 1: Preparatory study period  

Part 2: 10 hour period of sustained focus work 

 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
A Level Textiles, A Level Fashion and Textiles, Foundation diploma in Art and Design: Art Textiles. 
Local colleges offer a wide variety of courses focusing on Fashion and Textiles leading to careers such 
as; textile designer, textile buyer, fashion designer, fashion forecaster, fashion journalist, colour 
consultant, theatrical costume designer, fashion illustrator, pattern-cutter and designer-maker.  
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Design and Technology 

AQA GCSE Design and Technology 

Syllabus Code 8552 
QAN 603/0984/2 
 

Why study Design and Technology  
Design and Technology is purposeful, as well as being fun and exciting! Studying GCSE Design and Technology will 
build on what you learnt about designing and making in Key Stage 3. You will use your knowledge and skills to design 
and make new and better solutions to real problems. You will be working on your own and with others - working 
with materials you choose.  
 
Students choosing Design and Technology should demonstrate good drawing and 2D Design skills. Students should 
consider the NEA assessment is a substantial piece of work that will take a great deal of commitment both in and out 
of lessons. Students will need to demonstrate competency within the 
workshop. 
 
Course outline 
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate 
confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world. 
Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on 
Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, 
environmental and economic factors.  
Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing 
and making and apply technical and practical expertise.  
Design and Technology allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a 
broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment.  
Students will work in a variety of materials including wood metal and plastic. 

 
How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1 50% of GCSE: Two Hour exam 15% will assess maths 10% will assess 
science 
• Core technical principles  
• Specialist technical principles  
• Designing and making principles  
 
Paper 2 NEA (coursework) 50% of GCSE  
Substantial design and make task encompassing real world situations. Students will 
produce a portfolio and make a prototype of their product. Students should 

demonstrate creativity and design ability in order to produce a workable solution to a set problem. 
 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
Students who study this course go on to further study and careers in architecture, interior/spatial 
design, 3 dimensional design, product design, exhibition design, design for television, stage and 
film, model making, environmental design, furniture design, transport design. Progression from this 
course would be to follow a further course of study at A level Design and Technology followed by 
undergraduate study within the field of 3D design.  
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Food Preparation and Nutrition 

AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Syllabus Code 4545 
QAN 601/8421/8 
 
Why study Food Preparation and Nutrition? 
This course allows students to understand the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties 
of ingredients whilst developing an advanced range of practical skills. 
 
Course outline 
Practical investigations are a compulsory element of the course. Students will develop skills in relation to 
planning, preparing, cooking and presenting a range of food products whilst applying knowledge of 
nutrition to the chosen task. During the course students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of 
three dishes. The final GCSE comprises of 50% examination and 50% controlled assessment tasks. 

This practical GCSE requires students to develop a range of skills, including:  

● Understanding the functional properties of food 
● Understanding the nutritional properties of food 
● Demonstrating competence in a range of practical food 

skills/methods/processes to produce quality outcomes 
● Identifying and using stages in the development of a food product 

prototype. 

 
How will I be assessed? 

 
Unit 1:  Written Paper – 2 hours – 50% of GCSE 

This is a single paper encompassing every aspect of the course, from the design 
process to equipment and material uses, and also includes the need for the student 
to show design ability in some of the major question sections.  

 

Unit2: Controlled Assessment Portfolio and artefacts – 50% of GCSE  

This is combination of graphical evidence within a portfolio and a number of practical 
outcomes to build a complete ‘design and make’ experience.  This is started in Year 10, 
to allow students time to present their work to the best of their ability without 
impinging on exam preparation. 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
Food Technology Preparation and Nutrition is a rapidly growing industry and students could go on to 
study a wide range of post-16 qualifications, including: A Level Food; NVQs in the workplace; and GNVQ 
in Hospitality and Catering. 
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History 

AQA GCSE History 
Syllabus Code 8145 

QAN 601/8217/9 

 
Why study History? 
In studying History you can study anything for the simple reason that everything has a history. Ideas, wars, 
numbers, iPhones, art, football, coal mines, pencils, Teesside. You can even study your own history. Studying 
History helps us to become better people and to make better decisions. By improving ourselves, maybe we 
can also help to improve others. History is also very useful! A GCSE qualification in History develops key skills 
which can be applied to all sorts of other situations and areas of employment. 
 

Course outline 
Paper 1 

• Section A – Germany 1890-1945, democracy and dictatorship 
• Section B – Conflict and tension, 1918-1939 

Paper 2 

• Section A – Britain, migration, empires and the people, c. 790 to the present day 
• Section B – Elizabethan England, c. 1568-1603 

 How will I be assessed? 
 
Overview of Paper 1 – this paper is worth 50% of the course and focuses on understanding the Modern 
World and is comprised of a period study (Section A) and a wider world depth study (Section B). 

Overview of Paper 2 – this paper is worth 50% of the course and focuses on the concept of shaping the 
nation. It is comprised of a thematic study (Section A) and a British depth study including the historic 
environment (Section B). 
 
 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
Higher grade passes in History enable students to take a range of A-Levels including History, Law, 
Government, Sociology, Psychology and Politics. Many students who take GCSE History go on to study 
this subject at A-Level. History GCSEs are highly regarded and can lead to a wide range of careers 
including: law, archaeology, town planning, journalism, video game production, administration, 
project management, teaching, television, acting, film and television production (costume drama) 
museum work and art history. 
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Geography 

AQA GCSE Geography 
Syllabus Code 8035 

QAN 601/8410/3 

Why study Geography? 
“Geography is the subject that holds the keys to our future” Michael Palin 
 
Geography is an exciting and dynamic subject, which looks at the natural and human world.  It enables 
students to develop essential life skills such as becoming independent learners, creative thinkers, team 
builders and problem solvers.  It allows students to become more spatially aware on a local, national and 
international scale. Students who opt for geography will use their knowledge to be effective analysers and 
decision makers and become inspired by the world. 
Mountains may be hard to climb… Geography makes it easier! 
 

Course outline 
 
Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment  
This paper looks at the dynamic nature of physical processes and the human interaction of these 
processes. The unit focuses on three themes:   

• The challenge of natural hazards  
• The living world  
• Physical landscapes in the UK.  

 Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment  
This paper looks at human processes, systems and outcomes.  The unit focuses on three themes:  

• Urban issues and challenges  
• The changing economic world  
• The challenge of resource management  

Paper 3: Geographical Applications  
This paper is split into two sections:  Issue evaluation and fieldwork evaluation. 
In preparation for this paper students will participate in one fieldwork experience where they will go and 
collect data in relation for two enquiries (one concerned with Physical Geography and the other concerned 
with Human Geography). 
 

How will I be assessed? 
The course is assessed through three exams taken at the end of Y11 
Unit 1: Living with the Physical Environment (35%) 
Unit 2: Living with the Human Environment (35%) 
Unit 3: Geographical Applications (30%)  

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
Geography is a great asset when pursuing a number of different careers and graduates are among the most 
employable in a range of occupations.  The skills acquired throughout the course can help with careers in: 
Journalism, Teaching, Law, Geology, Careers in the Armed Forces, Publishing, Architecture, Town Planning. 
Cartography, Volcanology and many more.   
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French and Spanish 

AQA GCSE French     AQA GCSE Spanish 
Syllabus Code 8658     Syllabus Code 8698 
QAN 601/8157/6     QAN 601/8160/6 
 
Why study French or Spanish? 
Language learning lays good foundations and improves communication skills and understanding of other cultures, 
allowing students to be adaptable in adult life. Studying languages will get you a job and will get you places.  
Employers seek employees with social skills, the ability to work in a team, problem-solving skills, confidence and 
open-mindedness, all of which are gained through the study of another language.  You will find out more about 
yourself and your experiences will be very rewarding at a personal level.  You will meet new people from different 
countries and learn new cultures and above all, it is very exciting. Not convinced yet? Then read below! 
Maximum Career Prospects: You will be very employable. 
Maximum Experience: There are many personal benefits.  
Maximum Choice: There are many languages and courses to choose from 
Maximum Fun: It is certainly not all work and no play. 
 
Course outline 
The GCSE course enables students to develop the ability to understand and use French or Spanish 
effectively for purposes of practical communication. Students will take an active part in developing the four 
skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  
Theme 1: 
Identity and culture covers the following four topics - me, my family and friends, technology in everyday 
life, free-time activities and customs and festivals in French-speaking countries or communities. 
Theme 2:  
Local, national, international and global areas of interest covers the following four topics - home, town, 
neighbourhood and region, social issues, global issues and travel and tourism. 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment covers the following four topics -my studies, life at 
school/college, education post-16 and jobs, career choices and ambitions. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
The external GCSE exam consists of four parts, (listening, reading, writing and speaking), each worth 25% of the 
overall GCSE grade. The four exams will take place at the end of Year 11 and students will sit either the foundation or 
higher tier. The listening and reading exams will consist of comprehension activities (such as multiple choice 
questions, open-ended questions, true/false, etc.) which students will have to answer in English or French/Spanish. 
The speaking and writing exams will aim to elicit spontaneous language from the students and will include various 
tasks ranging from photo-cards to role-play or open-ended questions. 

 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
Language skills can lead directly into a career in translating, interpreting or teaching, and are in 
demand in areas such as hospitality, law, publishing and business services. Many big graduate 
employers are multinational organisations, are keen to recruit candidates who are willing to work 
overseas, and can liaise effectively with international colleagues. Studying modern languages is likely 
to develop interpersonal and communication skills that graduate recruiters' value, as well as other 
key strengths. 
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Music 

BTEC First: Music 
Syllabus Code 8271 

QAN 600/6818/ 

 
Why study Music? 
BTEC Music is a varied and exciting option to take. This course allows you to engage with the music industry 
and develop a range of relevant practical and technical skills. You will explore music product development 
and events management, and apply your knowledge in ways that are directly related to the music industry. 
You will also develop key skills in project management, team work, planning and evaluating which are all 
transferrable skills valued by employers in a variety of different industries, not just music. 

Course outline 
The course is split into four different units, two of which are mandatory. 

• Unit 1 - The music industry (Mandatory Exam) -You will explore the different roles and 
organisations within the music industry and how they work together. 

• Unit 2 - Managing a music product (Mandatory) - You will work as part of a group to plan, develop 
and deliver a music product.  This could be a recording or a live event.  You will then promote it and 
evaluate your success. 
 

You then choose two optional units from the list below. 
• Introducing music recording – You will learn how to use recording equipment and produce a multi-

track recording. 
• Introducing music sequencing – Explore how to use music software to create music or create re-

mixes. 
• Introducing live sound – You will learn how to set up equipment for a live music event. 
• Introducing music performance – You will develop your own performance skills and take part in a 

performance. 
• Introducing music composition – You will learn how to write music for specific occasions. 

 How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1 is assessed through a 1 hour written exam.  The rest of the units are assessed by the class teacher 
through a portfolio of ongoing written and practical work.

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
Increasingly, employers and universities are looking for young people who have skills that are learned 
through creative subjects: creative thinking, emotional intelligence, adaptability, communication, and 
tenacity to name just a few. BTEC Music develops these skills as well as knowledge specific to the 
music industry 

Careers linked to Music include; Sound Engineering, Events Management, Music Therapist, Teacher, 
Sound Technician, Promoter, Producer, Sound for TV and Film and of course, Musician. 
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GCSE PE 

 

AQA GCSE Physical Education 

Syllabus Code 8582 

QAN 601/8279/9 

 
Why study PE? 
You will gain many valuable skills from studying physical education that will help you in other GCSE and A-
level subjects as well as your future career. Some of the skills that you will develop include: 
Communications skills - Through playing team sports and problem solving with others, you will develop 
clear communication skills that will help you in the workplace. Every employer looks for candidates who 
are able to communicate well verbally and in writing. Social skills - Physical education is a very social 
subject and can involve a lot of group work. You will learn how communicate and interact with people in 
an effective way. When you start working, you will encounter people from a range of different 
backgrounds, each with different personalities. Studying PE will help you learn how to best communicate 
with people in a team in order to produce the best results.  
Analysis and evaluation skills - GCSE PE involves assessing your own performance levels as well as those of 
others within the GCSE PE group. The analysis and evaluation skills required for this are particularly useful 
skills to have in your career as you will often have to analyse your own work and identify areas for 
improvement. Physical fitness - As a PE student, you will also benefit from being physically fit! Not only will 
this help you in the physical side of the subject itself, but it will also improve your general well-being and 
health. Doing regular exercise is proven to relieve stress and promote good mental health.  
 
Course outline 
The theoretical content will include applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training, 
use of data, sports psychology, socio-cultural influences and health, fitness and well-being. There is also a 
practical element to the course in three different physical activities. 
 

 How will I be assessed? 
 
There are two written exams (each 1 hour 15 minutes), consisting of a mixture of multiple choice/objective 
test questions, short answer questions and extended answer questions.  
Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport (78 marks – 30% GCSE).  
Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport (78 marks – 30% GCSE).  
There is a non-exam assessment based on practical performance in physical activity and sport. (100 marks - 
40% of GCSE).

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
GCSE PE is an accepted and recognised qualification for those intending to pursue a career in Leisure 
Management, Coaching, Teaching, Fitness Training and the Armed Forces. Due to the high level of 
Biology and Physiology in the content of the course, it can be useful in careers such as Medicine, 
Nursing, Care of the Elderly and Physiotherapy. GCSE PE can provide a sound platform for further 
study on the AQA Sport and PE Course at Sixth Form or perhaps a degree in Sport or PE at university. 
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BTEC Health & Social Care 

BTEC Health & Social Care 
Syllabus Code WVU58 

QAN 600/4782/3 
 
Why study Health and Social Care? 
This course aims to give you the opportunity to develop a range of personal skills and techniques that are 
essential for successful performance in working life, as well as give you the opportunity to achieve a 
nationally recognised level 1/level 2 health and social care qualification. You can then progress onto a 
more specialised level 3 vocational or academic course or onto an apprenticeship. We also receive training 
in First Aid with a recognised qualification from the St John’s Ambulance. 
 
Course outline 
Unit 1 Human Lifespan Development  
This unit provides you with the opportunity to explore how we grow and develop throughout our lives and 
to investigate the factors that affect this growth and development. You will go on to consider how these 
factors are interrelated. You will learn about the four distinct aspects of human growth and development 
classified as physical, intellectual, emotional and social development and how these are connected. 
 
Unit 2 Health and Social Care Values  
In this unit you will gain an understanding of how the care values are applied in health and social care 
settings and their importance in the work sector. You will apply these values in practice and develop skills 
that will be of use in all careers in the health and social care sector and beyond.  
 
Unit 5 Promoting Health and Wellbeing   
This unit explores some of the reasons why health promotion activities are carried out, and the benefits of 
health-promotion work both for individuals and for the health and wellbeing of the nation as a whole. You 
will also explore the different forms of health promotion activities that are used by health care workers.   
  
Unit 6 The Impact of Nutrition on Health and Wellbeing   
In this unit you will explore what is meant by a balanced diet and its effects on the body, for example in 
raising immunity to infection and improving concentration. The knowledge and understanding you will gain 
in this unit is essential for a career in health and social care as it will help you support individuals to make 
the right choices to improve their health and wellbeing.  
  
How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1 – 1 hour examination  Unit 2, 5 and 6 - Two Written Assignments each completed on the computer.

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
Health and Social Care prepares students for a variety of roles in the health and social sector. These 
include social worker, nurse, health care assistant, paramedic, personal advisor, youth worker, youth 
offending officer, child minder, care worker, health care manager and counsellor. 
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BTEC Sport 

Edexcel BTEC Option: Sport Level 1-2  

Syllabus Code BNF58   
QAN 600/4779/3 
 
 
Why study BTEC Sport? 
This course provides an engaging and relevant introduction to the world of sport. It enables you to develop 
and apply your knowledge, while also developing a range of relevant practical, communication and 
technical skills. It is aimed at everyone who wants to find out more about the sport industry.  

Course outline 
Students will study topics such as:   

• Components of physical fitness and the principles of training   
• Understanding the rules, regulations and scoring systems for selected sports   
• Practical sport   

   
The course will also encourage personal development through practical participation and performance in a 
range of sport and exercise activities. It will give students a wider understanding and appreciation of 
health-related exercise, fitness and sports through a selection of optional specialist units. It will give 
students the opportunity to progress to other vocational qualifications, such as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 
Nationals in Sport, or Sport and Exercise Sciences, or onto GCSE AS or A-level and, in due course, to enter 
employment in the sport and active leisure sector. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
There is one core unit that is externally assessed by online examination, which can be taken numerous 
times. This amounts to 25% of the final grade. Students then take three internal units that are assessed by 
an on-going portfolio of work.  
 
 

 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
BTEC Sport is an accepted and recognised qualification for those intending to pursue a career in leisure 
management, coaching, teaching, fitness training and the Armed Forces. Students can continue BTEC Sport 
studies at post-16 and follow a Level 3 BTEC qualification.  
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Drama 

AQA GCSE Drama 

Syllabus Code 8261 
QAN 601/8575/2 
 
Why study Drama? 
“Tell me and I will forget. Show me and I will remember. Involve me and I will understand.” Benjamin 
Franklin.  
Drama is an experiential subject and demands an inquisitive interest in theatre and a passion for 
performing. The majority of the course is practical and requires a commitment of time and effort, both 
during lessons and outside of curriculum time.  
 
Drama is about thinking deeply and sharing those thoughts with others.   
It is entirely collaborative and students will need to feel happy working with others and confident enough 
to support the group at every stage of the course.  
 
 
Course outline 
During the course, students will study a set text ‘The Crucible’ and explore themes through dramatic 
techniques.  
They will also research theatrical practitioners, see live theatre in action and explore world issues through 
devised drama. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Component 1: Understanding Drama.   
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.   
This takes the form of a written examination. 40% of the final mark.   
 
Component 2: Devising Drama (practical devised by small group, including written element ‘devising log.’)  
 40% of the final mark.  
 
Component 3: Texts in Practice. (practical)  
Component 3 involves the close study and performance of two extracts from one play (chosen by centre).  
20% of the final mark.  

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
Drama is not just for those who would like to pursue a career on the stage or screen.  
Drama teaches life-long transferrable skills, which are recognised and welcomed by further education 
institutions and employers. Communication, negotiation, empathy, creativity and self-discipline are 
all skills that are invaluable in an increasingly competitive world.  
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Film Studies 

WJEC Eduqas GCSE Film Studies 
Syllabus Code C6570QS 
QAN 603/0889/8 

 
Why study Film Studies? 
Film is a major form of cultural expression. Film is also a popular form of entertainment and, accordingly, 
most students enjoy watching films. Film Studies develops students’ natural enthusiasm and knowledge and 
enables them to analyse and write about Film from aesthetic and cultural perspectives. 
 
Course outline 
Six films are studied in depth. The films are: Hollywood mainstream films (Ferris Bueller’s Day Off & Rebel 
Without a Cause); an independent US film (Whiplash); an independent UK Film (Submarine); a foreign 
language film (Let the Right one In) and a UK produced international film (Slumdog Millionaire). Films are 
analysed from aesthetic, cultural and social perspectives. 

There is a practical as well as an academic component of the course, in which students create their own 
short films or film scripts.       

 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Component (Paper) 1: Key Developments in US Film (35% of overall mark) 

Component (Paper) 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style (35 % of overall mark) 

Component 3: Production (30% of overall mark)  

 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
Continued study of Film can lead to jobs in the media. Areas of work include television and radio, film 
and video, digital media, computer games, journalism, writing and publishing. 
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Computer Science 

 
 
OCR GCSE Computer Science 

Syllabus Code J277  
QAN 601/8355/X 
 
Why study Computer Science? 
This course will give students a real in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. Students 
will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers. However, this course will provide an insight into what 
goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which many students find absorbing. The 
course offers excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of Computer Science. By 
2025 five million jobs will become automated. Future careers and industries will be powered by those with 
an appreciation of Computer Science. Students who have taken a GCSE in Computer Science and then 
progress to study the subject at A-Level or university will have an advantage over their colleagues who 
have not. Critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills develop through the study of computer 
programming. For many students, it will be a fun and exciting way to develop these skills, which can be 
transferred to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life. 
 
Course outline 
Computer systems   
Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, Wired and wireless networks, Network topologies, protocols & 
layers, System security, System software, Ethical, legal, cultural & environmental concerns.   
 
Computational thinking, algorithms and programming   
Algorithms, Programming techniques, Producing robust programs, Computational logic, Translators and 
facilities of languages, Data representation.   
 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Component 1 - Computer Systems- 50% - Examination  
Component 2 - Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming - 50% - Examination   
 

 
 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
 
Students can continue their studying of Computer Science at post-16 through A level, BTEC and 
college courses involving Computer Science, networks, gaming, ethical hacking and computer 
forensics. Computer Science is a rapidly growing industry with a wide range of highly sought-after job 
prospects. Many careers use Computer Science directly such as computer programmers, network 
engineers, web developers, database administrators or systems analysts. Careers in science, 
technology, engineering, maths, medicine and financial analysts also rely on analysis and problem-
solving. 
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Travel and Tourism 

Level 1 and 2 BTEC First Award: Travel and Tourism  

QAN 600/6512/6   

Why study BTEC Travel and Tourism?  
BTEC First in Travel and Tourism can help you take your first 
steps towards a career in retail or business travel. You'll learn 
essential skills such as business awareness, customer service 
and understanding destinations in the UK and worldwide. 

Course outline     
You will study the following three mandatory units, covering the underpinning knowledge and practical skills 
required to work in the industry:  

1. UK travel and tourism sector  
2. UK travel and tourism destinations  
3. The travel and tourism customer experience  

You will choose one further unit from two optional units, covering more specific aspects of the global travel and 
tourism sector. These are:  

1. International travel and tourism destinations  
2. Factors affecting worldwide travel and tourism  

The qualification provides an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world of travel and tourism giving you the 
opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning environment. You will explore some of 
the key areas within the sector, including accommodation, tourism development and promotion, transport and visitor 
attractions. You will investigate the importance of the travel and tourism sector to the UK and investigate different 
types of customer and UK destinations. You will also have the opportunity to study international travel and tourism. 
You will develop key skills, such as research, report drafting and writing skills and project management.   

How will I be assessed?  
You will carry out assignments throughout the course. Your teacher will assess and mark these and so you will 
receive feedback as to how you are getting on. For the assessment for Unit 3: The Travel and Tourism Customer 
Experience, you will be able to draw on the knowledge, skills and understanding you have developed in the 
qualification as a whole.  

The assessment for Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector, is a test that is sent away to be marked. This test 
includes multiple-choice and open-ended-response questions based on main types of tourism in the UK and the 
different component industries that make up the UK travel and tourism sector.  

 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
The sector-specific skills and knowledge will provide a sound basis for progression to further study of this 
sector at level 3 through a vocational qualification such as a BTEC National in Travel and Tourism, or an 
apprenticeship in either travel and tourism or hospitality.  
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Digital Information Technology 

 BTEC Level 1 and 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology  
  

QAN 603/2740/6   

 Why study BTEC Digital Information 
Technology?  
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology is for learners who want to 
acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by studying the knowledge, 
understanding and skills related to data management, data interpretation, data presentation and data 
protection as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, 
knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The qualification will broaden the learners 
experience and understanding of the varied progression options available to them.   

Course outline     
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical 
learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, 
 which cover the:  

• Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in digital information technology, such as 
project planning, designing and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to present and 
interpret data  

• Process that underpins effective ways of working in digital information technology, such as project 
planning, the iterative design process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of 
conduct  

• Attitudes that are considered most important in digital information technology, including personal 
management and communication  

• Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as how 
different user interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect and use data to make 
decisions, virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical issues.  

This Award complements the learning in GCSE programmes such as GCSE in Computer Science by 
broadening experience and skills participation in different type of performance activities with the 
opportunity to practically apply your knowledge and skills, through project work such as developing ideas 
and performing for specific audiences.  

Units you will study  

1. Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques  
2. Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data  
3. Effective Digital Working Practices  
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Digital Information Technology 

How will I be assessed?  
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. Internal assessment for these components 
has been designed to relate to achievement of application of the conceptual underpinning for the sector 
through realistic tasks and activities. This style of assessment promotes deep learning through ensuring the 
connection between knowledge and practice. Internal assessment is through assignments that are subject 
to external standards verification. 

There is one external assessment, Component 3, it provides the main synoptic assessment for the 
qualification. Component 3 builds directly on Components 1 and 2 and enables learning to be brought 
together and related to a real-life situation. The external assessment takes the form of a set task/external 
assessment taken under supervised conditions, which is then marked, and a grade awarded by Pearson. 
Learners are permitted to re-sit the external assessment once during their programme by taking a new 
assessment.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What are the progression and career opportunities? 
Study of the qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help learners to make more informed 
choices for further learning, either generally or in this sector. The choices that learners can make 
post-16 will depend on their overall level of attainment and their performance in the qualification.  

Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to:  

• A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects  
• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT, which 

prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher 
education by studying a degree in the digital sector.  

Learners who generally achieve at Level 1 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to:  

• Study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work, 
 to progression to employment, to apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3. 
 For these learners, the attitudes and the reflective and communication skill s covered in this 
qualification will help them achieve  

• Study of IT Support or Digital Technology through the study of a Technical Certificate. Learners 
who perform strongly in this qualification compared to their overall performance should 
strongly consider this progression route as it can lead ultimately to employment in the digital 
sector. 
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